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Art Unit: 2484 

DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election of claims 1 -5, 8-11, 1 4-1 7, 1 9-23 in the reply filed on 
03/31/201 1 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point 
out the supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as 
an election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1 -5, 8, 1 0-1 1 , 1 6, 1 9, 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by US 2005/0129385 by Speasl et al. 

2. Regarding claim 1 , a recording/reproduction terminal (host device) to which an 
encoding or decoding device (removable storage device) is detachably connected and 
which records or reproduces a signal representing audio or video, said 
recording/reproduction terminal comprising: 

• a terminal information storage unit operable to store terminal information 
which is information regarding a recording/reproduction ability of the 
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recording/reproduction terminal (paragraph 0027 teaches "metadata" 
refers as a "terminal information" of incoming data files in order to identify 
incoming data file formats), and to output the terminal information to the 
encoding or decoding device when the encoding or decoding device is 
connected to said recording/reproduction terminal (paragraph 0042 
teaches while the host device is connected to the storage device, the 
storage device receives an image file in a first format from the host 
device); and 

• a signal transmission unit operable to transmit, to the encoding or 
decoding device, the signal representing audio or video to be encoded, 
when the signal representing audio or video is recorded (paragraph 0044 
teaches incoming images is converts to a format to be stored into the 
memory 212 of storage device.). 

3. Regarding claim 2, the recording/reproduction terminal further comprising storing 
encoded data obtained by encoding the signal representing audio or video into the 
encoding or decoding device (paragraph 0027, 0044 teaches incoming images is 
converts to a format to be stored into the memory 212 of storage device.). 

4. Regarding claim 3, the recording/reproduction terminal 

• wherein the terminal information (paragraph 0050 teaches "unique 
identification data") includes information which indicates existence of a 
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built-in encoding or decoding device built in said recording/reproduction 
terminal (paragraph 0042 teaches while the host device is connected to 
the storage device, the storage device receives an image file in a first 
format from the host device; wherein host device converts images into first 
format using built-in encoding or decoding device.), 
• said recording/reproduction terminal making the encoding or decoding 
device encode the signal including audio or video, when the built-in 
encoding or decoding device does not exist (paragraph 0042 teaches 
while the host device is connected to the storage device, the storage 
device receives an image file in a first format from the host device; 
paragraph 0044 teaches incoming images is converts to a different format 
to be stored into the memory 212 of storage device while host device and 
storage is connected to each other). 



5. Regarding claim 4, the recording/reproduction terminal comprising a 
reproduction unit operable to receive, from the encoding or decoding device, the signal 
representing audio or video which is obtained by decoding the encoded data stored in 
the encoding or decoding device by the encoding or decoding device, and to reproduce 
the signal, when the built-in encoding or decoding device does not exist (paragraph 
0037, 0047, 0049-0050). 



6. Regarding claim 5, the recording/reproduction terminal 
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• wherein the terminal information includes coding format information which 
indicates a coding format used by the built-in encoding or decoding 
device, said recording/reproduction terminal (paragraph 0037, 0047, 0049- 
0050) further comprising 

• a built-in encoding or decoding device which encodes or decodes the 
signal representing audio or video using a predetermined coding format 
(paragraph 0037, 0047, 0049-0050), 

• wherein said reproduction unit is operable to receive the signal including 
audio or video which is decoded by the encoding or decoding device, and 
to reproduce the signal when a coding format of the encoded data stored 
in the encoding or decoding device is different from the coding format 
indicated in the coding format information (paragraph 0037, 0047, 0049- 
0050), and 

• said built-in encoding or decoding device is operable to receive the 
encoded data without decoding the encoded data, and decode the data 
when the coding format of the encoded data stored in the encoding or 
decoding device is the same as the coding format indicated in the coding 
format information (paragraph 0037, 0047, 0049-0050). 

7. Regarding claim 8, the recording/reproduction terminal further comprising: 
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• a memory operable to provide a working area for encoding or decoding 
processing performed by the encoding or decoding device (fig. 1 , 2, 
paragraph 0021); 

• a memory use request receiving unit operable to receive a use request for 
said memory from the encoding or decoding device (paragraph 0037, 
0044); and 

• a memory control unit operable to make the encoding or decoding device 
use a part or all of the area in said memory when the use request is 
received (paragraph 0037, 0044). 

8. Claim 10 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 1 above. 

9. Claim 11 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 2 above. 

10. Regarding claim 16, the encoding or decoding device further comprising a 
signal receiving unit operable to receive, from the recording/reproduction terminal, a 
signal to be stored into said encoded data storage unit wherein said encoding or 
decoding unit is operable to store the received signal without coding the received signal, 
when the signal is encoded data (paragraph 0027, 0028, 0044). 
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1 1 . Claim 19 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 2 above. 

1 2. Claim 22 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 1 above. 

1 3. Claim 23 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 1 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

14. Claims 9, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
2005/0129385 by Speasl et al. In view of US 7,606,871 by Kawamoto et al. 

15. Regarding claim 9, Speasl et al. discloses a terminal information storage unit 
operable to store terminal information which is information regarding a 
recording/reproduction ability of the recording/reproduction terminal (paragraph 0027 
teaches "metadata" refers as a "terminal information" of incoming data files in order to 
identify incoming data file formats) but fails to disclose the recording/reproduction 
terminal wherein the terminal information includes memory information which indicates 
an available capacity of said memory in said recording/reproduction terminal, said 
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recording/reproduction terminal further comprises an available capacity detection unit 
operable to regularly detect the available capacity of said memory, and said memory 
control unit is operable to update the memory information in the terminal information 
with a value of the newly detected available capacity. 

Kawamoto et al. discloses the recording/reproduction terminal wherein the 
terminal information includes memory information which indicates an available capacity 
of said memory in said recording/reproduction terminal, said recording/reproduction 
terminal further comprises an available capacity detection unit operable to regularly 
detect the available capacity of said memory, and said memory control unit is operable 
to update the memory information in the terminal information with a value of the newly 
detected available capacity (claim 2, 5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Speasl et al.'s system to include memory information, as 
taught by Kawamoto et al., for controlling the storage capacity of the memory for a user 
to have an opportunity to store more information based on available capacity. 

1 6. Claim 20 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 9 above. 

17. Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US 2005/0129385 by Speasl et al. In view of US 7,180,606 by Mahon et al. 
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1 8. Regarding claim 14, Speasl et al. discloses a terminal information storage unit 
operable to store terminal information which is information regarding a 
recording/reproduction ability of the recording/reproduction terminal (paragraph 0027 
teaches "metadata" refers as a "terminal information" of incoming data files in order to 
identify incoming data file formats) but fails to disclose the encoding or decoding device 
wherein the terminal information includes information which indicates a maximum data 
transfer amount per unit time between the recording/reproduction terminal and said 
encoding or decoding device, and said encoding or decoding unit is operable to convert, 
depending on the information indicating the maximum data transfer amount, at least one 
of a frame rate and resolution of a decoded moving picture signal so that a data amount 
per unit time of the moving picture signal does not exceed the maximum data transfer 
amount, when the moving picture signal is decoded from the encoded data in said 
encoded data storage unit (fig. 3, col. 3 lines 24-40). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Speasl et al.'s system to include maximum data transfer 
amount, as taught by Mahon et al., for controlling the output of the image based on 
frame rate or resolution and thus increasing the user friendliness to the system. 

1 9. Claim 15 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 14 above. 
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20. Claims 17, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US 2005/0129385 by Speasl et al. In view of US 6,215,560 by Shimura et al. 

21 . Regarding claim 17, Speasl et al. discloses a terminal information storage unit 
operable to store terminal information which is information regarding a 
recording/reproduction ability of the recording/reproduction terminal (paragraph 0027 
teaches "metadata" refers as a "terminal information" of incoming data files in order to 
identify incoming data file formats) but fails to disclose the encoding or decoding device 
wherein said encoding or decoding unit is operable to convert at least one of a frame 
rate and resolution of the moving picture signal depending on an available capacity of 
said encoded data storage unit when the signal including audio or video is the moving 
picture signal, and to encode the converted signal. 

Shimura et al. discloses disclose the encoding or decoding device wherein said 
encoding or decoding unit is operable to convert at least one of a frame rate and 
resolution of the moving picture signal depending on an available capacity of said 
encoded data storage unit when the signal including audio or video is the moving 
picture signal, and to encode the converted signal (fig. 3 (s303), col. 3 lines 22-35). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Speasl et al.'s system to include available capacity, as 
taught by Shimura et al., for controlling the storage capacity of the memory for a user to 
have an opportunity to store more information by converting resolution. 
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22. Claim 21 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 17 above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NIGAR CHOWDHURY whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8890. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

NC 

06/03/2011 
/JAMIE ATALA/ 
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